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1. God Is Creator  
 
The question as to whether or not there is a creator God is one of the 
very biggest questions that people can ask. It is one of the Worldview 
questions. 
 

“Believing in God...is not like other things” like whether 
we believe in the Loch Ness Monster. “The person who 
believes in God” and the person who doesn’t “do not 
merely disagree about God. They disagree about the very 
character of the universe.”1 

 

(a) Worldview Questions 
 
A worldview is defined by how a person answers certain 
foundational questions about the world around them. Their 
answers to these questions constitute their worldview. 
 
James Sire in his book The Universe Next Door lists 7 basic 
questions: 

1. What is prime reality – what is really real? 
What is the nature of external reality, that is the                                
world around us? 

2. What is a human being? 
3. What happens to a person at death? 
4. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
5. How do we know what is right and wrong? 
6. What is the meaning of human history?2 

 
“Christianity is not a series of truths in the plural, 
but rather truth spelt with a capital ‘T’. Truth is 
about total reality, not just about religious things. 
Biblical Christianity is about total reality – and the 
intellectual holding of that total Truth, and then 
living in the light of that truth.” Francis Schaffer, 
Address at the University of Notre Dame (April 
1981) 

 
The question of a creator God is a part of question 7 in Sire’s 
list. It begins the story of human history.  
 

2. In the Beginning God - Does it make any differen ce? 
 
For many Christians the question as to the validity of the creation 
story of Genesis is one that they would rather not ask. There has been, 

                                                 
1 J. Boot, Searching for Truth (Illinois: Crossway Books, 2002), p. 36. 
2 J. Sire, The Universe Next Door (Leicester: Intervarsity Press, 2004), p. 20. 
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for the last 150 or so years, a feeling of disquiet on the part of many 
Christians when faced with the seeming overwhelming scientific idea 
that shows the universe is here not as a result of a personal, creating 
God but rather a result of an endless stream of chance happenings. 
 
What are the implications for Christians if the Genesis account is not 
an account of God as creator? 
 

· How do we choose what parts of the bible can 

__________________________________________________ 

· What is the nature of __________? 

· Why do we need a ____________________? 

· Without a beginning can there be ___________? 

· If God is not creator does He __________________________? 

 

3. What do we know about creation? 

(a) Out of Nothing 
 

“The bible clearly requires us to believe that God 
created the universe out of nothing. (ex nihilo) 
This means that before God began to create the 
universe nothing else existed except God.”3 

 
Genesis 1:1 
Psalms 33:6-9 
John 1:3 
Hebrews 11:3 
2 Peter 3:5 
Acts 4:24 
 
The belief that God created ex nihilo means that there is nothing 
in the universe that is eternal (Psalms 90:2). If nothing in the 
universe is eternal then it follows that God must be outside the 
universe because He is eternal. The implications of this are then 
found in the characteristics of God being both transcendent and 
immanent.  

 
“This idea (that there are parts of the universe 
that are eternal) would challenge God’s 
independence, his sovereignty, and the fact that 
worship is due to him alone: if matter existed 
apart from God, then what inherent right would 
God have to rule over it and us e it for his glory? 

                                                 
3 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 262. 
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And what confidence could we have that every 
aspect of the universe will ultimately fulfil God’s 
purpose, if some part of it were not created by 
him?”4 

 

(b) The whole universe 
 
Not only was the physical part of the universe created by God, 
so was the spiritual.  
 
See Nehemiah 9:6, Colossians 1:16 

 
“Nothing came to be through random chaos, but 
with unlimited power and perfect wisdom the 
triune God brought into being all that exists 
outside of himself.”5 

(c) Adam and Eve 
 
Genesis 2:7, 21-22 

 
“It would be difficult for someone to hold to the 
complete truthfulness of Scripture and still hold 
that human beings are a result of a long 
evolutionary process.”6 

 
This establishes the unique place that human beings have in 
their relationship with God and gives us the foundation for the 
whole plan of salvation, i.e. God loves us and wants to save us. 
 
Psalms 8:5 

(d) The Creation of Time 
 
2 Timothy 1:9 
Titus 1:2 
Ephesians 1:4 
1 Peter 1:20 
 
In these last 2 references the word ‘world’ is the same word 
from which we obtain the word ‘cosmos’, that is the totality of 
God’s creation.  
 
 

 

                                                 
4 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 264. 
5 J. Boot, Searching for Truth (Illinois: Crossway Books, 2002), p. 140. 
6 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 265. 
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“The first scholars to speak about the beginning 
of time were not Stephen Hawking and Roger 
Penrose, but rather Moses, the apostle Paul and 
whoever wrote Hebrews.”7 

 
Stephen Hawking, one of the world leading cosmologists, makes 
the following statement; 

 
“In this lecture, I would like to discuss whether 
time itself has a beginning, and whether it will 
have an end. All the evidence seems to indicate 
that the universe has not existed forever, but that 
it had a beginning, about 15 billion years ago. 
This is probably the most remarkable discovery 
of modern cosmology.”8 

 
Dr Hawking goes on to explain that the discovery of the 
beginning of time has huge implications for those who hold to 
the idea of macroevolution, i.e. the beginning of all life and all 
plant and animal species, including humans, by the process of 
evolution. By establishing a beginning to the whole universe, 
including the 3 dimensions of space and the dimension of time, 
evolution is deprived of the necessary infinite time, which 
would be needed if it were to be the agent for the development 
of the universe. 

 

 (e) The Son and the Holy Spirit and Creation 
 
Several scriptural passages establish the role of the Son in the 
work of creation; 
John 1:3 
1 Corinthians 8:6 
Hebrews 1:2 
 
The Holy Spirit also had an active role in creation; 
Genesis 1:2 
Job 33:4 
Psalms 104:30 
 
In relation to the description given in Genesis 1:2, Dr. Hugh 
Ross adds an interesting observation;  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
7 H. Ross, Beyond the Cosmos (Colorado: Navpress, 1996) p 41 
8 S. Hawking, The Beginning of Time, Online [http://www.hawking.org.uk/lectures/bot.html; Accessed 18th March 
2008]  
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“This simple statement suggests that the reader 
interpret the events of creation from the 
perspective of an observer on the surface of the 
earth.”9 

 
The implications of this perspective are then seen in the way in 
which the observer would see the entry of light on to the surface 
of the earth. With a perspective of observing from outside the 
earth looking down on to it, Genesis 1 seems to indicate that the 
creation of the sun, moon and stars comes after the creation of 
plant life and the establishment of the water cycle. With a 
perspective of observing from the surface of the earth the light 
created on the first day of creation, “in the beginning” became 
visible on the surface of the earth.  
 
This observation allows us to overcome some of the seemingly 
scientific incompatibilities that exist when plants are created on 
the 3rd day but the sun is created on the fourth day. This would 
mean that photosynthesis was not possible for plants and they 
should have died. It also means that the concept of evening and 
morning would have some validity, as these times are a direct 
result of the movement of the sun. 

(f) The Reason for Creation 
 
Psalms 19:1,2 
Isaiah 43:7 
Revelation 4:11 
 

“As C. S. Lewis points out, God created for the 
sheer joy of communicating himself, so that we 
might be the objects of his love and in turn we 
might love and enjoy him forever.”10 

4. God, Scripture and Science 
 
Someone once said, “The Bible is all truth but not all truth is in the 
Bible.” Scripture tells us many things about our relationship with God 
and with our fellowman but there are vast swaths of knowledge that 
are not discussed in scripture. For example, scripture has nothing to 
say on any of the modern inventions, from computers to light bulbs. It 
has nothing to say about quantum mechanics. Does this mean that 
these areas of knowledge are untrue? No, just that scripture is not 
intended as a scientific textbook. 
 
Science and the Bible have always worked together.  
 

                                                 
9 H. Ross, Creation and Time (Colorado: NavPress, 1994), p. 149. 
10 J. Boot, Searching for Truth (Illinois: Crossway Books, 2002), p. 140 
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“In the vast majority of cases, sincere Christian faith and 
strong trust in the Bible have led scientists to the 
discovery of new facts about God’s universe, and these 
discoveries have changed scientific opinion for all of 
subsequent history.”11 For example, Isaac Newton, 
Galileo, Kepler, Blaise Pascal and many others. 

 
In many cases this working together of scripture and science has been 
one of mutual support.  
 
However there are also areas where current scientific thought and 
scripture do not agree. The most prominent of these would be in the 
area of the origins of life.  
 
Scripture clearly rejects any theory on the origin of life that does not 
include an infinite personal God as responsible for the creation of the 
universe by intelligent design. 
 
Theistic evolution is one theory that attempts to blend the ideas of 
evolution with God creating. This theory proposes;  
 

“that living organisms came about by the process of 
evolution that Darwin proposed, but that God guided that 
process so that the result was just what he wanted it to 
be.”12 

 
A number of objections are raised against this theory; 
 

1. God’s work is __________________while evolution by very 

definition is entirely __________________ 

2. Scripture says that God’s creative word had _______________ 

_____________not that it began a _____________________of 

events 

3. The ‘according to their kind’ statement of Genesis 1:11, 24 

suggests that God ______________to the changes that were 

able to happen to a species because of environmental 

pressures. 

4. The _______________________of Adam and Eve by God 

 
Atheistic evolution is the most commonly held belief as to the origins 
of life. This belief states that life forms developed out of some kind of 
primordial soup and changed through strictly natural processes into 
more and more advanced species 

                                                 
11 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 273 
12 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 276. 



Accelerate \\ The Hand of God  Week 3 \\ The Creator God  
 

 
Riverview Church May 2008 Page 8 of 9 

Prepared by Graham Irvine 

 
“Since the 1986 Origin of Life Conference in Berkeley, 
the primordial soup hypothesis has been acknowledged by 
many leading scientists as utterly lacking in factual 
support. Even the self-proclaimed atheist Robert Shapiro, 
professor of chemistry at New York University, proclaims 
that no natural explanation for the origin of life exists.”13 

 
Over the last 50 years scientists have discovered many aspects of the 
universe and the earth that need to be ‘just right’ in order for life to 
even exist. These stand in direct opposition to the randomness of 
evolution. 
 

 “Approximately thirty parameters of the universe have 
been identified that must be carefully fixed in order for 
any kind of life to exist at any time in the history of the 
universe. Many scientists have been amazed that the 
characteristics and parameters of the universe are set at the 
precise values that are required to support life. They see 
these precisely tuned parameters as an indication that the 
universe has a purpose. This was clearly expressed by 
Arno Penzias, who shared the Nobel Prize for physics for 
his discovery of the cosmic background radiation. Penzias 
stated “Astronomy leads us to a unique event, a universe 
which was created out of nothing, one with the very 
delicate balance needed to provide exactly the conditions 
required to permit life, and one which has an underlying - 
one might say supernatural - plan”. This statement by 
Penzias is exactly how the Bible describes God: a 
transcendent Creator who created the universe from 
nothing and who has an underlying purpose and plan 
which includes mankind.” 14 
 

Grudem makes the point that “it is important to understand the 
incredibly destructive influences that evolutionary theory has had on 
modern thinking.”15 If mankind is mainly the product of blind chance 
then to think that we have importance or significance is to delude 
ourselves. Dr. Carl Sagan, U.S. astronomer, popular scientific writer 
and atheistic evolutionist put it this way; 
 

“Who are we? We find that we live on an insignificant 
planet of a humdrum star lost in a galaxy tucked away in 
some forgotten corner of a universe in which there are far 
more galaxies than people.”16 

 
                                                 
13 H. Ross, The Shell Game of Evolution and Creation [http://www.reasons.org/resources/apologetics/shellgame.shtml; 
accessed 18th March, 2008] 
14 P. L. McGuire and M. G. Strauss, Chance versus Intelligent Design 
[http://www.reasons.org/chapters/anchorage/chance_vs_id_english.pdf; accessed 18th March, 2008] 
15 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 286. 
16 J. Sire. The Universe Next Door (Leicester: Intervarsity Press, 2004), p. 62. 
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Francis Schaeffer, in his book No Final Conflict, makes the point that 
we do not yet have a full understanding of scripture or of science. But 
when we do there will be no final conflict between scripture and 
science.  
 

“This is because God, who speaks to us in Scripture 
knows all the facts, and he has not spoken in a way that 
would contradict any true fact in the universe.”17 
 

Many questions are yet to be answered in regards to the science of the 
universe, but Christians can be confident that the Bible’s clear and 
unambiguous declaration of a personal, creating God is upheld in both 
special revelation and general revelation. 

 

                                                 
17 W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 275. 


