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1. God Is Creator

The question as to whether or not there is a arézod is one of the
very biggest questions that people can ask. lhésaf the Worldview
guestions.

“Believing in God...is not like other things” likehether
we believe in the Loch Ness Monster. “The person wh
believes in God” and the person who doesn’t “do not
merely disagree about God. They disagree aboutetye
character of the universe.”

@) Worldview Questions

A worldview is defined by how a person answersatert
foundational questions about the world around thEmeir
answers to these questions constitute their waldyvi

James Sire in his bodihe Universe Next Dodists 7 basic
guestions:

1. What is prime reality — what is really real?
What is the nature of external reality, that is the
world around us?

What is a human being?

What happens to a person at death?

Why is it possible to know anything at all?
How do we know what is right and wrong?
What is the meaning of human histdry?

QA LN

“Christianity is not a series of truths in the @llir
but rather truth spelt with a capital ‘T’. Truth is
about total reality, not just about religious trsng
Biblical Christianity is about total reality — atioe
intellectual holding of that total Truth, and then
living in the light of that truth.” Francis Schaiffe
Address at the University of Notre Dame (April
1981)

The question of a creator God is a part of questionSire’s
list. It begins the story of human history.

2. In the Beginning God - Does it make any differen  ce?

For many Christians the question as to the validitthe creation
story of Genesis is one that they would ratherasét There has been,

1 J. Boot,Searching for TrutKlllinois: Crossway Books, 2002), p. 36.
2. Sire,The Universe Next Dodt eicester: Intervarsity Press, 2004), p. 20.
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for the last 150 or so years, a feeling of disqarethe part of many
Christians when faced with the seeming overwhelrsigntific idea
that shows the universe is here not as a resalipefrsonal, creating
God but rather a result of an endless stream ofaghhappenings.

What are the implications for Christians if the @sis account is not
an account of God as creator?

How do we choose what parts of the bible can

What is the nature of ?

Why do we need a ?

Without a beginning can there be ?

If God is not creator does He ?

3. What do we know about creation?

(a) Out of Nothing

“The bible clearly requires us to believe that God
created the universe out of nothingx (ihilo
This means that before God began to create the
universe nothing else existed except Gdd.”

Genesis 1:1
Psalms 33:6-9
John 1:3
Hebrews 11:3
2 Peter 3:5
Acts 4:24

The belief that God createx nihilomeans that there is nothing
in the universe that is eternal (Psalms 90:2)othimg in the
universe is eternal then it follows that God musbhtside the
universe because He is eternal. The implicatiorthisfare then
found in the characteristics of God being bothdcamdent and
immanent.

“This idea(that there are parts of the universe
that are eternal)vould challenge God’s
independence, his sovereignty, and the fact that
worship is due to him alone: if matter existed
apart from God, then what inherent right would
God have to rule over it and us e it for his glory?

¥ W. GrudemSystematic Theolodysrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 262.
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And what confidence could we have that every
aspect of the universe will ultimately fulfil God’s
purpose, if some part of it were not created by
him?”*

(b) The whole universe

Not only was the physical part of the universe t@édy God,
So was the spiritual.

See Nehemiah 9:6, Colossians 1:16

“Nothing came to be through random chaos, but
with unlimited power and perfect wisdom the
triune God brought into being all that exists
outside of himself?

(c) Adam and Eve

Genesis 2:7, 21-22

“It would be difficult for someone to hold to the
complete truthfulness of Scripture and still hold
that human beings are a result of a long
evolutionary process>”

This establishes the unique place that human béiags in
their relationship with God and gives us the fourmtafor the
whole plan of salvation,e. God loves us and wants to save us.

Psalms 8:5

(d) The Creation of Time

2 Timothy 1:9
Titus 1:2
Ephesians 1:4
1 Peter 1:20

In these last 2 references the word ‘world’ is $hene word
from which we obtain the word ‘cosmos’, that is thtality of
God'’s creation.

*W. GrudemSystematic Theolodysrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 264.
®J. Boot,Searching for Trutlllinois: Crossway Books, 2002), p. 140.
® W. GrudemSystematic Theolodysrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 265.
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“The first scholars to speak about the beginning
of time were not Stephen Hawking and Roger
Penrose, but rather Moses, the apostle Paul and
whoever wrote Hebrews.”

Stephen Hawking, one of the world leading cosmaeksgimakes
the following statement;

“In this lecture, | would like to discuss whether
time itself has a beginning, and whether it will
have an end. All the evidence seems to indicate
that the universe has not existed forever, but that
it had a beginning, about 15 billion years ago.
This is probably the most remarkable discovery
of modern cosmology®”

Dr Hawking goes on to explain that the discoveryhef
beginning of time has huge implications for thodewold to
the idea of macroevolutiong. the beginning of all life and all
plant and animal species, including humans, bytbeess of
evolution. By establishing a beginning to the whahéverse,
including the 3 dimensions of space and the dinoensf time,
evolution is deprived of the necessary infinitedjmhich
would be needed if it were to be the agent fordéneelopment
of the universe.

(e) The Son and the Holy Spirit and Creation

Several scriptural passages establish the roleeo®on in the
work of creation;

John 1:3

1 Corinthians 8:6

Hebrews 1:2

The Holy Spirit also had an active role in creation
Genesis 1:2

Job 33:4

Psalms 104:30

In relation to the description given in Genesis D2 Hugh
Ross adds an interesting observation;

" H. RossBeyond the Cosmd€olorado: Navpress, 1996) p 41
8 3. Hawking,The Beginning of Tim@nline [http://www.hawking.org.uk/lectures/botiit Accessed 18March
2008]
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“This simple statement suggests that the reader
interpret the events of creation from the
perspective of an observer on the surface of the
earth.”

The implications of this perspective are then gaghe way in
which the observer would see the entry of lightathe surface
of the earth. With a perspective of observing framside the
earth looking down on to it, Genesis 1 seems tatd that the
creation of the sun, moon and stars comes aftesréagion of
plant life and the establishment of the water cy?fgh a
perspective of observing from the surface of tivéhahe light
created on the first day of creation, “in the begig” became
visible on the surface of the earth.

This observation allows us to overcome some os#d®mningly
scientific incompatibilities that exist when plaat® created on
the 3% day but the sun is created on the fourth day. Woisld
mean that photosynthesis was not possible for plamd they
should have died. It also means that the concepv@fing and
morning would have some validity, as these timesaadirect
result of the movement of the sun.

() The Reason for Creation

Psalms 19:1,2
Isaiah 43:7
Revelation 4:11

“As C. S. Lewis points out, God created for the
sheer joy of communicating himself, so that we
might be the objects of his love and in turn we

might love and enjoy him forevet®

4. God, Scripture and Science

Someone once said, “The Bible is all truth butadbtruth is in the
Bible.” Scripture tells us many things about odatienship with God
and with our fellowman but there are vast swathisnofvledge that
are not discussed in scripture. For example, sgegtas nothing to
say on any of the modern inventions, from computetght bulbs. It
has nothing to say about quantum mechanics. Deesdan that
these areas of knowledge are untrue? No, justthmgdture is not
intended as a scientific textbook.

Science and the Bible have always worked together.

°H. RossCreation and TimégColorado: NavPress, 1994), p. 149.
103, Boot,Searching for TrutKlllinois: Crossway Books, 2002), p. 140
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“In the vast majority of cases, sincere Christiaithf and
strong trust in the Bible have led scientists ® th
discovery of new facts about God’s universe, ardé¢h
discoveries have changed scientific opinion foioéll
subsequent history* For example, Isaac Newton,
Galileo, Kepler, Blaise Pascal and many others.

In many cases this working together of scripturé seience has been
one of mutual support.

However there are also areas where current saetitdught and
scripture do not agree. The most prominent of thesdd be in the
area of the origins of life.

Scripture clearly rejects any theory on the orjfiife that does not
include an infinite personal God as responsibldHercreation of the
universe by intelligent design.

Theistic evolution is one theory that attemptslend the ideas of
evolution with God creating. This theory proposes;

“that living organisms came about by the process of
evolution that Darwin proposed, but that God guitrexd
process so that the result was just what he wanted
be."lz

A number of objections are raised against thisrjieo

1. God’'s work is while evolutigrvery

definition is entirely

2. Scripture says that God'’s creative word had

not that it began a of

events
3. The *according to their kind’ statement of Geadsl1, 24
suggests that God to the changesd¢hat

able to happen to a species because of environmenta
pressures.
4. The of Adam and Eve ldy Go

Atheistic evolution is the most commonly held bieéis to the origins
of life. This belief states that life forms devedabout of some kind of
primordial soup and changed through strictly ndtpracesses into
more and more advanced species

M'W. GrudemSystematic Theologyrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 273
12\W. GrudemSystematic Theologfrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 276.
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“Since the 1986 Origin of Life Conference in Berkgl
the primordial soup hypothesis has been acknowtktge
many leading scientists as utterly lacking in fattu
support. Even the self-proclaimed atheist Robesap8h,
professor of chemistry at New York University, geoms
that no natural explanation for the origin of leists.™*

Over the last 50 years scientists have discove@tyraspects of the
universe and the earth that need to be ‘just rightrder for life to
even exist. These stand in direct opposition tadnelomness of
evolution.

“Approximately thirty parameters of the universeva
been identified that must be carefully fixed in@rdor
any kind of life to exist at any time in the histaf the
universe. Many scientists have been amazed that the
characteristics and parameters of the universeedrat the
precise values that are required to support lifeylsee
these precisely tuned parameters as an indicdtadrttie
universe has a purpose. This was clearly exprdsged
Arno Penzias, who shared the Nobel Prize for plsylsic
his discovery of the cosmic background radiaticentas
stated “Astronomy leads us to a unique event, aeuse
which was created out of nothing, one with the very
delicate balance needed to provide exactly theitiond
required to permit life, and one which has an ulytey -
one might say supernatural - plafhis statement by
Penzias is exactly how the Bible describes God: a
transcendent Creator who created the universe from
nothing and who has an underlying purpose and plan
which includes mankintf:*

Grudem makes the point that “it is important to enstiand the
incredibly destructive influences that evolution#imgory has had on
modern thinking.* If mankind is mainly the product of blind chance
then to think that we have importance or signifaais to delude
ourselves. Dr. Carl Sagan, U.S. astronomer, pogelantific writer
and atheistic evolutionist put it this way;

“Who are we? We find that we live on an insignifica
planet of a humdrum star lost in a galaxy tuckedyaim
some forgotten corner of a universe in which tregeefar
more galaxies than peopl&”

13 H. RossThe Shell Game of Evolution and Creat[bitp://www.reasons.org/resources/apologeticsighgie.shtm|
accessed 8March, 2008]

4P, L. McGuire and M. G. StrausBhance versus Intelligent Design
[http://www.reasons.org/chapters/anchorage/charccedvenglish.pdf; accessed 18th March, 2008]

5 W. GrudemSystematic Theologfrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 286.

16 J. SireThe Universe Next Dodt eicester: Intervarsity Press, 2004), p. 62.
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Francis Schaeffer, in his bodlo Final Conflict makes the point that
we do not yet have a full understanding of scrigptur of science. But
when we do there will be no final conflict betwesamipture and
science.

“This is because God, who speaks to us in Scripture
knows all the facts, and he has not spoken in athety
would contradict any true fact in the universé.”

Many questions are yet to be answered in regarttetscience of the
universe, but Christians can be confident thaBite’s clear and
unambiguous declaration of a personal, creatingi&og@held in both
special revelation and general revelation.

'W. GrudemSystematic Theologfrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p. 275.
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