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1. Introduction

Within the church there are many different possideken on the
various stories that are told in the book of Genelhis week we will
look at a number of questions that are often ablgueople
concerning Genesis and at some evidence for theofaaredibility of
the evolutionary model.

2. The ‘When’ of Creation

| would hasten to point out very clearly that tbdwing questions
and their various answers do motany way indicate the salvation
position of a person who holds any of the particulaws expressed.
There is Bible believing, born again Christians wWiodd to very
different ideas in regards to the details of threation record.

For the vast majority of Christians the agreemerihat God is the
creator, that mankind sinned and so is in needsafvéour and that
this need was fulfilled by the incarnation, crudidin and resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

Nor does a person’s salvation depend upon the artkes hold to in
regards to these debates.

It is also important to remember that, by and largest of the
following positions are held by Christians who ogjmtally the idea
of evolution being the mechanism for the creatibhwonan beings.

(If at the end of each section you feel like yom'toeally have an
idea as to where you might stand then join the.cBdme of these
ideas are much more complicated than it is possibtkeal with in
this short time.)

Perhaps the most active debate within the Christamch in regards
to Genesis is the debate as to the length of dayesented in the
creation account in Genesis 1.

There are four major positions in regards to tingtle of the creation
days and therefore to the age of the earth itself.

@) - Often
called the literal view, the traditional view, dwettwenty-four-
hour view; the Calendar-Day perspective may berdust very
simply. It accepts the first chapter of Genesikiatrical and
chronological in character and takes the creatieaknas
consisting of six twenty-four-hour days, followeg & twenty-
four-hour Sabbath.
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(b) - The
six days of the Day-Age view are understood inddu@e sense as
"in that day" of Isaiah 11:10-11—in other words pasiods of
indefinite length and not of 24 hours duration. Bhedays are
taken as sequential but as overlapping and perhapging into
one another.

(c) - The distinctive
feature of the Framework view is its understandihthe week
(not the days as such) as a metaphor. Accorditiggo
interpretation, Moses used the metaphor of the weelarrate
God’s acts of creation. Thus, God’s supernatuldtove words or
fiats are real and historical but the exact timmbteft unspecified.

(d) - According to the
Analogical view, the "days" of Genesis 1 are Gauskdays,
analogous (but not necessarily identical) to humarkdays.
They set a pattern for our rhythm of work and rébe six
days represent periods of God'’s historical superahactivity
in preparing and populating the earth as a placbdmans to
live, love, work, and worship.

The first and second views are by far the most contynheld views.

(e) The question of ‘yom’

In this debate the main focus is on the interpi@tabf the
Hebrew word used for ‘day’ in Genesis 1.

The word has five meanings:

i. a period of light in ;

il. a period of ;

iii. a general or vague ;

iv. a of time;

v. a period of a

Depending on how scholars interpret ‘yom’ the agfa views on
the length of the creation event are possible.
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(f) Questions to consider

Both of the main camps in this debate will propdgterent
answers to the following questions;

Why the universe looks old.

Where do dinosaurs fit in?

What is the ‘big bang’?

What does the fossil record prove?

3. A Global or Local Flood

One of the questions that are often asked by narszins in regards
to the Bible’s reliability is the question of thHedd story.

Again there are a number of main positions taken;

The story of the flood is a metaphor designed tplemsis the
saving grace of Jesus.

The flood is a real event that affected the whalehewith all
humans being destroyed except Noah and his family.
The flood is a real event that affected a speeifea of the
earth with all humans being destroyed except Noahhés
family.

4. Creation or Evolution

It is impossible here to go into anything more tharery brief look at
this area but Christians should be aware of whiaegees do not fit
the Theory of evolution. Carl Sagan made the falhgacomment;

“Evolution is a fact amply demonstrated by thssil
record and bycontemporary molecular biology'*

Charles Darwin had this to say about his theory;

“If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ
existed which could not possibly have been formed b
numerous, successive, slight modifications, my thso
would absolutely break dowr.”

1 C. SaganThe Dragons of EdefNew York: Random House, 1977), p. 6.
2 M. J. BehepParwin’'s black boxXNew York: Free Press, 1998), p. 39.
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(a) Molecular Biology
(b) The fossil record

(c) Why evolution?

Romans 1:18-25
Psalms 53:1

5. Intelligent Design

In the last few years a new player has enteretbtiggn of life’
debate. This movement seeks to establish that thargast amount
of the universe, mainly working in the biologicaéa that seems to
indicate a designer.

(a) Irreducible Complexity
An irreducibly complex system is

"composed of several well-matched, interacting
parts that contribute to the basic function,
wherein the removal of any one of the parts
causes the system to effectively cease

functioning"?

“Truth holds no threat for the Christian. Truth in
the scientific arena, which can be directly or
indirectly tested, will always be consistent with
truth in the spiritual arena. And, despite
protestations from all sides, truth in nature must
be connected with something, or someone,
beyond the natural realm—the something or
someone responsible for nature’s existence and
characteristics... Truth always points the truth-
seeker to its Source, the one person in histoty tha
could make and back up the claim, “I am the
truth.” That's what makes science so fun and
fascinating.”

¥ M. J. BehepParwin’s black boxXNew York: Free Press, 1998), p. 39.
* H. RossMore than Intelligent Desigfhttp://www.reasons.org/resources/fff/2002issuetd¥x.shtml#more_than_id;
accesses 18May 2008]
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